TIES Conference Case Study

Therapy in the Medical vs. Educational Environments 

Scenario

Kari is an 8 year old girl with spina bifida.   She has recently been seen by a physical therapist in a medical setting who has recommended 45 minute treatments 3 times a week.  You are now in a team meeting with Kari, her parents, and other relevant specialists connected to her care.  Given the educational goals the team has set for Kari combined with constraints on budget the recommendation is for 30 minute session once a week.  As might be expected, the parents are quite confused.  

Questions

1) Beyond the budget issues how to do you account for the different recommendations in this case?

2) Kari and her parents are understandably confused by the differences in recommendations.  How would you explain the conflict to them?

3) In what way are the goals of physical therapy, occupational therapy, nursing, language and speech therapy altered by the educational setting?  
