TIES Conference Case Study
Necessary Triage or Violation of Minimal Standard of Care

Scenario

You are a physical therapist on an early intervention team.  You are in an evaluation and planning session for a student named Becky.  Becky is a 4 year with 6 months post traumatic head injury following an auto accident.  You have been treating her on a 1:1 in-home basis.  The sessions are helpful and you are pleased at her progress during this important developmental time in her life.  The team supervisor informs you that recent budget cuts will unfortunately put Becky in the situation of having to be seen in a group clinic-based environment.  

Questions

1) There are undoubtedly dozens of variation on this theme of adaptation to budget cuts.  Use this case as an opportunity to talk about how best to cope with funding cutbacks permeating so many of our institutions at present.
2) Why is it important that Becky receive 1:1 interventions at this time?

3) Perhaps you might go ahead and accept the new directive in this case.  At what point (if any…) would you feel it incumbent upon you to fight for what you believe is minimally right.   Have you been in this situation?  Under what circumstances would you seriously consider saying, “no, I have gone far enough… I will go no further.”

4) What are some ways that you can think of to address the problem of lack of funds?
