Confidentiality and Parents

Case #2:  You are seeing a 16-year-old patient in the PICU because of a complete C1-C2 dislocation, resulting in C1 complete quadriplegia.  Your job is to educate the patient and her family on her type of injury (what kind of changes are going on in her body, how to be as independent as possible, how to avoid medical complications, etc..).  However, her parents have asked you not to tell her how severe and permanent her injuries are.  Similarly, the medical team has decided not to tell her parents that alcohol and marijuana were the likely cause of the MVA in which she sustained her injuries.  Do you agree to keep quiet to both parties, or do you tell everyone the truth, knowing that this is a hard time for them all?

Case #3:  You are treating a 5-year-old girl with an L1 SCI in the inpatient rehab department.  Her accident was the result of her father driving while under the influence with her in the backseat.  He often comes down to therapy with her and is overbearing, threatening, and gets in the way of treatment.  He has been heard yelling at her to "shut up, or I'll take off my belt" during unpleasant medical procedures and threatens to spank her if she has another accident, even though she is still regaining bladder function.  Do you interject and try to bring up the issue of his parenting techniques, or do you just continue on with therapy as usual?
